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DOORS TO DIGNITY
LAUNCHED IN
PARLIAMENT

CMM'’s Doors to Dignity initiative reached
the national stage earlier this year when
we took the campaign to Wellington for a
launch at Parliament.

The aim was to highlight the growing crisis in
older persons’ housing and to seek cross-party
political support for action to address this. The
Parliamentary launch was a highly successful
step towards both of these goals.

Doors to Dignity is intended to amplify
awareness about, and seek solutions to, this
housing crisis. In recent years, the Mission has
seen an increasing number of older people

in housing need, some seeking an affordable
home at Wesley Village and some, distressingly,
on the streets sleeping rough. In Christchurch,
the average rent for a one bedroom house is
over $500 per week - an impossible amount for
those relying on New Zealand Super.

With this campaign we want to bring what we
are seeing to national consciousness and to
identify solutions so that all older people can
be housed well. The campaign began when
CMM joined with David Cook, Senior Lecturer in
Photography at the College of Creative Arts at
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Massey University, to consider how to do this.
David’s ‘Listen Up!' project involved our Wesley
Village tenants from the start. He asked what
they wanted to say about their housing and this
led to a powerful photographic exhibition that
was on display in the Grand Hall at Parliament
for our national launch, and then, over the
following week, at the Wellington Anglican
cathedral.

It was especially valuable to have some of the
tenant participants travel to Wellington for the
launch. Their presence made it clear to the
130-plus guests that this is a lived reality, with
people at the centre.

It was also encouraging to be at Parliament
with support from four MPs from different
politicial parties: the Hon Chris Bishop (Minister
of Housing), Hon Kieran McAnulty (Labour
Spokesperson for Housing), Tamatha Paul
(Green Party Spokesperson for Housing)

and Andy Foster (NZ First Spokesperson for
Housing and Social Housing). Each spoke to the
issue in turn, demonstrating an awareness that
this crisis needs to be addressed by all parties
working together.

The day after the launch over 100 people
attended a panel discussion organised by the
CMM team. The discussion was focussed on
finding solutions. It is to these solutions that
the campaign now turns.




WELCOMING
OUR NEW POU
MANUKURA

It is a pleasure to welcome Jared Riwai-
Couch as the new Pou Manukura for the
Christchurch Methodist Mission.

Jared brings deep whakapapa connections

to Ngai Tahu and Kahungunu, grounding

his leadership in the stories, values and
responsibilities of his tipuna. Based in Otautahi
with his wife Melanie, he is a proud father

of five and a very proud koro — a role that
inspires his commitment to a future where all
tamariki and whanau can thrive.

As Pou Manukura, Jared will guide cultural
leadership across Te Waipounamu,
strengthening CMM'’s bicultural practice and our
commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. His work
includes building enduring relationships with

MARLBOROUGH'’S
HOUSING DISTRESS
WIDENS

Blenheim’s hidden housing crisis reached
a powerful milestone in February as
CMM'’s housing team in Blenheim/Te Tau
lhu supported its 500th whanau into safe
transitional accommodation.

Regional Manager for Blenheim, Nelson and
the West Coast Vanya Vitasovich says the
achievement is both heartening and sobering.
“The people we support are real — along with
their stories of hardship, injustice and trauma.
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Behind every household housed lies a deeper
truth: Marlborough’s housing distress is
widening.

Elders in their 70s and 80s, single workers,
families, and even former business owners
are now turning to emergency and transitional
housing.

mana whenua, supporting kaimahi in tikanga
and te reo Maori, and ensuring our services
reflect the aspirations of Maori communities.

Jared brings extensive experience from the
New Zealand Police, his work as a qualified
Social Worker, and leadership within his Church
community. Known for his calm presence and
collaborative spirit, he holds a deep belief in
the dignity and mana of all people. Outside of
work, you'll often find him on the courts at the
Cashmere Tennis Club.

“Homelessness doesn’t discriminate... it only
takes a single event for someone to end up in
distress,” Vanya says.

Cost of living pressures are pushing many

over the edge. Families are choosing between
heating and food, or petrol and school
attendance. Transitional housing offers stability
and dignity — but without more permanent
homes, the pathway forward narrows.

“Stepping stones only work when there is
somewhere to step to,” Vanya says. “this is why
we're calling for urgent government investment
in social and affordable housing, especially for
older people. Because while 500 whanau have
found safety, many more remain unseen —
and at risk.”




MANA AKE
CELEBRATES
MILESTONE

Mana Ake has marked eight years of
supporting tamariki in Years 1-8 with their
mental health and wellbeing.

Established in 2018 following the Canterbury
and Kaikoura earthquakes, Mana Ake began as
part of a Government commitment to support
tamariki and has since been rolled out across
regions of Aotearoa.

In Canterbury, CMM is one of 13 NGO providers
delivering Mana Ake. Together, providers have
supported more than 13,600 tamariki in 223
schools over the past five years.

Mana Ake supports schools, families and
whanau when tamariki are experiencing
challenges that affect wellbeing—such as
managing emotions, building friendship skills,
strengthening self-esteem, and coping with
grief and change.

To mark this milestone, Mana Ake providers
released a special publication sharing stories

HELP CMM HELP OTHERS

and feedback from tamariki, parents, whanau
and schools who have been impacted by the
programme.

One nine-year-old boy shared, “The anxiety is
not me and | can choose not to listen to it. It
does not control my brain.”

Parents are noticing meaningful changes after
their tamariki take part. “We're noticing better
connection and less conflict,” shared one
mother.

“Both our boys are talking more with us now
and are initiating more conversations too. | had
no idea about emotions and the impact mine
could have on the kids. I've learnt heaps and
feel really excited about being a mum again.”

CMM is delighted that Government funding
will continue for the Mana Ake programme,
helping ensure this support remains available
for tamariki, schools and whanau.

You can read the Mana Ake
publication celebrating eight years

of supporting tamariki at
www.manaake.health.nz/about-us

You can also donate online at
www.mmsi.org.nz/donate

My giftis $ Please tick payment method: Credit Card Internet Banking
Cardnumber: _ | | __ | __ Visa Mastercard

Expiry Date: ____ | ____ Name on Card: Signature:

Internet banking account no: 02-0800-0766258-00. Please put ‘DONATION' in Reference Field.
Name: Phone:

Email: Address:

Please send me information about leaving a gift in my Will to CMM
Please return this form to: CMM Fundraising, FREEPOST 2143, PO Box 5416, CHRISTCHURCH 8542




THE BIG SLEEPOUT
IS COMING TO
CHRISTCHURCH
AND BLENHEIM

Christchurch knows what it means to come
together in tough times. As our Executive
Director Jill Hawkey says, “We've stood together
through earthquakes, through rebuilds,
through challenges that tested us and shaped
us.” That spirit of community is why CMM is
launching the first ever Big Sleepout events in
Christchurch and Blenheim this year.

On one of winter’s coldest nights, 13 August
2026, leaders from across Christchurch and
Blenheim will give up their beds for one night.
“Not to replicate homelessness,” Jill reminds us,
“because one night outside can never reflect
the reality of living without a home — but to
stand in solidarity with those who face the cold
every night.”

Homelessness is often hidden: a family in a
motel with nowhere else to go; a young person
couch surfing to stay safe; someone sleeping in
their car because rent is out of reach; a rough
sleeper facing sub zero
temperatures with only
a blanket and hope. “This
event is about shining

a light on those stories
— and doing something
meaningful about them.”

CMM'’s Methodist Alliance
sister organisation,
Lifewise, has hosted the
Big Sleepout in Auckland
for many years, raising

AUGUST 13

Q@ Christchurch

Q@ Blenheim

bigsleepoutsouth@mmsi.org.nz

essential funds for homelessness services. We
are delighted to be joining them this year by
bringing the Big Sleepout to Christchurch and
Blenheim.

The Big Sleepout is an opportunity to raise
vital funds and urgently needed awareness.
Our first year goal is ambitious: $50,000. Every
dollar stays in Canterbury and Marlborough,
supporting homelessness services. “These
teams are on the frontline every day,” Jill says,
“and they need us standing behind them.”

But the Big Sleepout is more than a fundraiser.
It's a catalyst — a moment when business

and community leaders, cultural and sporting
heroes, and everyday people step forward and
say: “We can do better. We can be part of the
solution.”

On 13 August, we'll gather at Te Kaha One

NZ Stadium in Christchurch and at Seymour
Square in Blenheim to listen, learn, and reflect
— then settle in for a night that will challenge
and humble us, and connect us to something
bigger than ourselves: each other.

South Island communities have always shown
what's possible when compassion meets
action. The Big Sleepout is our next step in that
journey.

To businesses and organisations: join us as founding
sponsors. To leaders: register, fundraise, and bring
your teams. To the people of Christchurch and
Blenheim: stand with us — because change happens

when communities move together.

See www.bigsleepoutsouth.nz for more details or
email Big Sleepout Partnership Lead Mark Vivian

at mark.vivian@mmsi.org.nz.




TOM RAINEY
HEADLINES WINTER
CHARITY CONCERT

We're delighted to announce that local
musical virtuoso Tom Rainey ONZM and his
talented friends return to present another
Winter Charity Concert this July in support
of CMM.

After the performance, guests are warmly
invited to stay for refreshments, including fresh
scones with jam and cream.

Date: Sunday 19 July 2026 Time: 2.30pm
Place: Aldersgate Centre, 309 Durham Street
North, Central Christchurch

Tickets: $25 each plus GST available now from
https://events.humanitix.com/
cmm-winter-charity-concert

Proceeds from this year’s
concert will be invested in our
Blanket Bank so we can better
support children and families
struggling to stay warm and
healthy.

NEW LIFE FOR
MCARA COURTS

McAra Courts in Sumner has reopened after
a major makeover made possible through a
partnership between the Port Hills Uniting
Parish and CMM.

The four refurbished units now offer warm,
modern, affordable homes for older renters —
a growing need as housing distress continues
to rise.

At the reopening on 31 March, CMM Executive
Director Jill Hawkey acknowledged mana
whenua and past parishioners whose vision
ensured the land continued to serve the
community. Incoming tenant Cheri Cundall,
who lived in McAra Courts before renovations
began, was thrilled to return to her upgraded
home after seven months with family.

Rainey is a leading instrumentalist, composer
and conductor whose decades of collaboration
include work with Petula Clark, Bic Runga and
Dave Dobbyn, as well as supporting major
international acts such as Cher, Art Garfunkel
and the Beach Boys. It's no surprise then

that last year’'s concert ended with a standing
ovation from all 210 ticket holders.

CMM's concert series continues to attract
attention for its exceptional performances

and the joy they bring. Earlier this year,
international concert organist Martin Setchell
thrilled a full house at All Souls Church,
demonstrating the remarkable possibilities of a
fine church organ in expert hands.

Tickets for upcoming events are available at

www.mmsi.org.nz/Events. All performers

generously give their time pro bono, and all
proceeds support CMM.

Subscribe to CMM Event Notices

at www.mmsi.org.nz/events or by
emailing michaelh@mmsi.org.nz with
“Event Notices” in the subject line.

The project included asbestos removal, new
roofing, double glazing, recladding, insulation,
heat pumps, modern interiors, and redesigned
outdoor spaces with raised gardens and
improved accessibility.

CMM says older people are increasingly
struggling to secure affordable rentals, with the
median one bedroom rent in Sumner at $600
per week. Thanks to this collaboration, four
residents now have safe, secure and affordable
homes.




FAcILITIEs The Union Street Complex offers welcoming

and flexible spaces including a hall and

AVAI LABLE FOR kitchen, chapel, and lounge with kitchenette.

The complex is ideal for meetings, classes,

HIRE AT UNION ST gatherings, and special events.
OOMPLEX Regular weekly bookings are welcomed

alongside one-off hires.

CMM has recently taken over management “We are excited to be offering these beautiful
of the New Brighton Union Street Complex facilities to the community at an affordable
(previously the New Brighton Union Parish rajce," says C'V_'M Community Manager Andrea
Church/The Purple Door Op Shop). Wilson-Tukaki.
CMM is delighted to be offering a range of Please see our website for more information
facilities for hire for both community and about the spaces and hire rates: www.mmsi.
private use. org.nz/What-We-Do/Union-St-Complex
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The new van allows residents who use a
BEQUEST ENABLES wheelchair to participate in group outings with

Pu RcHASE OF enhanced comfort and safety.
NEW VAN

Thanks to a generous bequest gifted to CMM
last year, we've been able to purchase a new

van for WesleyCare Rest
Christchurch U l

Home & Hospital. =T f— A
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